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2026 Sample List of Sessions
Updated January 29, 2026. This list is subject to change.

Foresight in Freight: CMV Safety Trends & Priorities
A panel featuring Derek Barrs (FMCSA), Colonel Freddy Johnson (NC State Highway Patrol), and Ben 
Greenberg (NC Trucking Association).

Trucking’s Top 10
Rebecca Brewster
Each year ATRI surveys the trucking industry to identify the top issues of concern. Now in its 21st year, ATRI’s 
annual analysis of the critical issues drives decisions on advocacy priorities at the federal and state levels, 
as well as identification of research that may be needed to address the industry’s most pressing concerns. 
ATRI President Rebecca Brewster will unpack the latest findings, including how truck drivers rank the issues 
compared to motor carriers. She will also highlight where ATRI’s research intersects with the top concerns and 
how the industry can use ATRI’s findings to successfully navigate through the issues.

Combating Human Trafficking Through Public-Private Partnerships
Annie Sovcik and Maggie Dawson, TAT
Human trafficking—or modern-day slavery—is a global crime in which people are bought and sold for forced 
labor or commercial sex. Traffickers use violence, manipulation and false promises of work opportunities or 
romance to lure, control and exploit their victims. Of the estimated 50 million victims worldwide, thousands 
of girls, boys, women and men are trafficked for sex or labor in the United States. Whether perpetrated for 
commercial sex or forced labor, human trafficking is occurring along America’s roadways. This session will 
provide information about human trafficking in the Southeast and explore the innovative methods that the 
public and private sectors are using to join forces to combat this crime. Through collaboration, training and 
leveraging their networks to raise awareness, professional drivers, companies, inspectors, patrol officers, 
licensing agencies, etc. have a critical role to play in preventing and disrupting this crime.

IIHS Initiatives for Accelerating Commercial Vehicle Safety
David Kidd, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS)
In response to rising traffic fatalities, the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) launched its 30 ×30 
initiative in 2025 with the goal of reducing crash deaths 30% by 2030. A key component of this effort is 
accelerating safety improvements in commercial vehicles. While IIHS has long driven advancements in 
passenger vehicle safety through its crash protection and crash avoidance ratings, the organization is now 
working to identify similar opportunities for commercial fleets. This presentation will highlight the safety gaps 
IIHS has identified and outline strategies for strengthening commercial vehicle safety. It will also share results 
from IIHS’ ongoing evaluations of safety features in cargo vans and class 3 pickup trucks, along with future 
plans for testing and rating a broader range of commercial vehicles.
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Cargo Theft Session
The Perfect Disguise
Chris Woody
This is a case study of M&W’s first strategic cargo theft incident. It describes the preparation, execution, and 
success of this theft. It follows an exact timeline, extracted from the notes taken at M&W during the incident. 
We were absolutely lost during this theft. We didn’t know what to do or who to call.
For the 2026 Summit there is a second part which details our 2nd incident. This theft was not successful, in 
large part because of the contacts I made at the 2025 Summit. We had a better plan, the right people to call, 
and we were cool under pressure.

Cargo Theft
George Seiler
The presentation will cover the following topics: Florida Highway Patrol Task Force, Cargo theft definition, 
types of cargo theft, cargo theft statistics, overview of major theft organizations, What FHP does to combat 
cargo theft, and case studies.

Supply Chain Resilience & Safety
Gennaro Saliceto, CUTR
The past few years have challenged supply chain resilience and uncovered new safety concerns in the 
commercial motor vehicle (CMV) industry. Events such as natural disasters, pandemics, geopolitical conflicts, 
and infrastructure failures have revealed weaknesses in operational models that were once focused on 
maximizing efficiency rather than on resilience. These rare but impactful events have affected safety risks, 
regulatory adherence, and freight operation continuity. This session explores how such disruptions have 
influenced the CMV sector and presents effective solutions, such as improved emergency planning, strong risk 
mitigation, technology-based communication, and real-time data sharing, that have bolstered resilience and 
safety. Attendees will learn practical tools and frameworks to adapt to future disruptions, protect personnel and 
cargo, and develop a more resilient, responsive supply chain.

Fatigue Management
Rodolfo Giacoman

Safety Culture with NC Road Team Captains

Safety Technology Session

Trucking Association Executive Roundtable

More sessions to be announced!


